Response Keygene:
Dear Bram de Jonge,

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to respond to the part of the upcoming report of No Patents on Seeds, that deals on a patent application of which we and ETH Zurich are the inventors.

We recognize the value of patent rights for open innovation by stimulating collaborations and markets for technology. Also, we agree that patents in the world of plants must benefit society, especially for crops such as cassava, where often breeders do not have access to financial resources that will enable them to apply costly techniques and technologies.

The development of mutagenesis in cassava as an important food crop, towards varieties with valuable traits for growers, consumers and society, has been our drive and that of the funder of the research, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
In line with the Foundation’s policy, we commit ourselves to a global access approach for cassava, including providing royalty-free licenses on patent-protected cassava plants to cassava breeders in the 50+ poorest countries of the world as defined in the United Nations Human Development Reports. By applying for a patent under these conditions, we secured both open innovation and access across the globe of resulting cassava plant material. In this case, protection serves accessibility.

On top of that, we will also encourage users of the invention to develop applications that can, in their turn, be part of open innovation in cassava.

We hope that this response makes clear that our efforts are directed towards contributing to open innovation in cassava.

Kind regards,

Thea van der Wijk
Dutch and European Patent Attorney, VP Intellectuel Property & Head Legal Affairs.

Erik Toussaint
Sr. Communication officer
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