

Most patent applications were filed by Bayer (Monsanto) followed by the company Rijk Zwaan. No Patents on Seeds! approached the Dutch company and invited to comment. In April 2020, Rijk Zwaan, while not agreeing with all details of the report, it showed some agreement by stating: “Over the past decades, we have been confronted with patents entering the plant breeding arena. Although patents on technical inventions can contribute to innovative strength, extending patents to cover biological material can hinder innovation. This we consider an undesirable consequence of patents when used in plant breeding. In this respect, we do not differ much with No Patents on Seeds! In their conclusion that granting patents on traits in se should not be preferred.” There might indeed be cause for concern since, as shown in Figure 4, the numbers of all plant patent applications per year is much higher for the agrochemical companies (such as Bayer) compared to traditional breeders such as Rijk Zwaan. Thus, in the long-term, it is unlikely that traditional breeding companies can survive as independent entities under these conditions. As experience shows, the dynamics within the patent regimes mostly benefit the larger companies.
