Will politics stop patents on seeds in Europe now? 

Conference of German Ministry of Justice is dealing with patents on conventional breeding 

7 July 2021 / Tomorrow, the German Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection will hold a conference titled “Patentability of Plants and Animals: Scope for Action and Need for Reform?”. Participants are the EU Commission, the European Patent Office, experts from the contracting states of the EPO. Invited are also stakeholders from industry, lobby organisations and other institutions as well as representatives of No Patents on Seeds!. 

“We appreciate this conference and are hoping for strong political signal that patents on conventionally bred plants and animals will be ended in Europe. We are discussing this problem since more than ten years. The German government, as well as other European governments, several times took clear positions against these patents. Nevertheless, there are still patents granted on barley, melons and pepper”, says.. “Even fishes were declared as an invention, just because they were fed with specific plants.” 

No Patents on Seeds! warns that especially stakeholders from industry and patent lobby might use the conference to propose non-real solutions such as easier access to licenses. The problem: License  contracts are causing new dependencies for breeders which have to sign up to the conditions of the patent holder. By this way, the position of the big companies with filed the most patents is even strengthened. This contrary to the legal situation so far which allowed all breeders freedom to operate to breed for new and improved varieties. 

“It doesn’t make any sense to just introduce some mitigation or propose non-real solutions. Instead, political decision has to make sure that conventional breeders and farmers, as long as they are not working with genetically engineered plants or animals, can not get into dependency from any patent holders”, says Christoph Then which also will participate in the conference.  

[bookmark: __DdeLink__1264_1621106534]No Patents on Seeds! also warns out that the introduction of genome editing will cause new trouble: Many characteristics as derived from conventional breeding, in theory, also can be reproduced with tools such as the ‘gene scissors’  CRISPR/Cas. Therefore, in many patent applications, ‘technical toppings’ are introduced to raise the impression that methods for genetic engineering are were applied while in fact this is not the case. By this tactics, the differences between genetic engineering and conventional breeding are meant to become confused and the scope of patents to be extended to conventionally bred plants and animals. Therefore,  No Patents on Seeds! demands to clearly restrict the scope of patents to the specific methods of genetic engineering. 




