Dear xxxx
on Monday, March 11, in the Environmental Committee of the European Parliament you will vote on the draft compromise agreement on the 'Production and marketing of plant reproductive material in the Union'. We would like to congratulate you for the package of Compromise Agreement 7 and the proposed text on Article 81a! If adopted, these amendments will help to stop patents on conventionally produced seeds and plant varieties.

These changes in patent law are urgently needed: Already in 2017, the EU tried to move the European Patent Office to exclude patents on conventional breeding. However, loopholes remained. Meanwhile, around 1.200 conventionally bred varieties are concerned by patents!

Now, most crucial is a change of Article 2.2. of the EU patent directive 98/44. The definition of 'essentially biological processes' should comprise all methods for conventional breeding such as crossing and selection and non-targeted mutagenesis. Plants resulting from such non-targeted processes can not be regarded as technical inventions. The biological material used in and derived from such processes should remain freely available for all breeders!

Please find a short summary of our arguments in this pdf (link to our homepage): 
https://www.no-patents-on-seeds.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/Background%20info%20No%20patents%20on%20seeds%20%28March%2024%29.pdf

Please, in the vote next week, support all amendments that can help to safeguard the freedom to operate for conventional plant breeders!

If you have any questions or need for more information, please let us know. We would be happy to arrange for (online) meetings.
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