New patent applications on barley and beer 

No Patents on Seeds!  publishes overview 


xx / As a recent patent research of No Patents on Seeds! shows, further patents on barley and beer brewing were filed in 2021. Company Carlsberg is not the only one which wants to get such monopolies but also CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation), based in Australia. The biggest German brewery, Radeberger, is among the stakeholders which showed interest in usage of the the patented barley. 

In 2016, Radeberger made a contract with CSIRO, to produce beer with reduced concentration in gluten. For this purpose, the barley as filed for patent by CSIRO was grown in Australia and imported to Germany. The resulting beer was supposed to be especially suitable for individuals having problems celiac disease.  The barley used was not genetically engineered but derived from conventional breeding. It seems, this project was ended in 2019. There are also other breweries active in brewing beer with reduced gluten concentration, however, they do not use the barley from Australia. 

In 2021, CSIRO filed a new patent application (WO2021155435) which is a typical example for the so-called inventions in barley breeding: The barley again is claimed to be especially useful for sensitive individuals. In the patent, the impression is raised that the plants were produced by also using the CRISPR/Cas technology.  But in fact, the ‘invention’ is based on random genetic variations and conventional breeding. The patent claims not only the barley, but also beer, whiskey, bread, pasta, cereals and cake. 

Similarly as CSIRO, also company Carlsberg is filing for patents on barley since several years.  Contrary to CSIRO, several patents were already  granted by the European Patent Office (EPO). No Patents on Seeds!, together with other organisations has been filing oppositions against three of the Carlsberg patents. On 10th of May, a public hearing is scheduled for one of them. In 2021, Carlsberg applied for a new patent on conventionally bred barley which is supposed to improve the process of beer brewing (WO2021175786). 

Patents on conventionally bred plants and animals are prohibited. However, the prohibition is circumvented since years. During last weeks, resistance against these patents increased significantly. The reason: patents on conventionally bred seeds are putting at risk the diversity and sovereignty of agriculture, breeders and food producers. 

That is why, e.g. breweries in Germany and Austria in a petition call for an international conference to stop these patents. The petition is already supportend by more than 100.000 signatures and around 50 organisations. Also the European farmers umbrelly organisation, COPA/COGECA, is among the supporters. 


