Response from Corteva:
Ms. Tamir,
 
Thank you for the opportunity to preview and comment on this draft article.  As you know, Corteva Agriscience is a newly formed company that launched in June 2019. Our Purpose, which is very important to us and guides our actions as a company, is “to enrich the lives of those who produce and those who consume, ensuring progress for generations to come.” Fundamental to this is our ability to provide innovations that create value for farmers, benefits for consumers while preserving the land on which we rely.  This continued innovation effort is driven by farmer and consumer needs, and enabled by Intellectual Property Protection, such as Plant Variety Protection and Patents. Intellectual Property Protection benefits the value chain, including smallholder farmers, and as such is also a driver for the reduction of poverty. Without such incentive for innovation, crop yields and thus food production would not have achieved the enormous genetically driven productivity gains we have seen over the last 60 years. Our common goal is to improve the economic future of communities all over the world, especially in those areas that need it most.
 
We would welcome the opportunity  to discuss this further with you and others at Oxfam, and to provide you with specific examples of how Intellectual Property Protection is used as the incentive for innovation and how companies such as ours actually encourage access to our products and methods. (See www.openInnovation.corteva.com)
 
Specifically to this draft document; for the reasons noted above, we fundamentally disagree with its premise and would also like to note that Corteva Agriscience (including our predecessor companies) is not a patent holder in the Pepper Plant example cited nor did we have any involvement in the breeding work described. We ask that the language in the example is reworded to make that clear or remove mention of Corteva in the context of this patent.
 
Thank you again, and we remain open to a constructive discussion with you.


Gregg Schmidt
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