Response BASF

Dear Mr. De Jonge,
 
Your e-mail (including attachment) below was forwarded to me for my attention. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft report of “No patents on seeds”. Whilst we take note of its content and appreciate the advance notice of its publication, it will come as no surprise that we do not subscribe to the opinions and views expressed in the excerpts. 
 
Every year we invest many millions of Euros in research and development of new plant-based innovations in order to create better varieties that will help to sustainably feed an ever growing population. Plant-based innovations (including cultivation of wild disease resistance traits) support more sustainable agriculture through protecting yields and saving resources. Such innovations are supported by the protection offered by Intellectual Property Rights. 
 
Patents help to maintain an incentive for investment in innovation, allowing for a broader diversity in plants to be developed to meet various agricultural demands today and in the future. We strongly support that patent protection be awarded for plant-based innovations that meet the criteria of novelty, inventiveness and industrial applicability. Patents are limited in duration and in jurisdiction and are the primary reason for companies to publish the results of their research as a patent application.  This ensures that research results are publicly available for all universities, startups and other competitors (large and small) to be used as a source of inspiration and as a breeding ground for further innovation. This ensures more efficient (co-)development with an increasing speed of innovation. If Intellectual Property Rights are not available, companies will keep their research efforts secret, leading to inefficient simultaneous development and waisted resources and this could possibly put small companies and startups at a disadvantage.

We furthermore wish to note that our Vegetable Seeds Business is a member of the International Licensing Platform (www.ilp-vegetable.org) under which we are committed to grant licenses to any fellow members in respect of all our trait-patents.
 
Should you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. 


Best regards,                                                    
Peter Ogg
Senior Legal Counsel R&D / Attorney-at-Law
Phone: +31 475 599 665   Mobile: +31 6 14 62 29 84   Email: peter.ogg@vegetableseeds.basf.com 
Postal Address: Napoleonsweg 152, 6083AB Nunhem, The Netherlands
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