KWS maize patent based on incorrect data 

Dear ..

[bookmark: _GoBack]we became aware of KWS having filed patent application for a patent on maize with increased digestibility (WO2023006933). This application reveals that the previous, already granted patent on maize plants with the same properties (EP3560330) is based on incorrect data. According to the wording of the new patent application, the claims of the patent as granted are unsuitable for identifying maize with the desired traits. 

We now expect KWS to withdraw its patent EP3560330 as granted and being opposed by No Patents on Seeds!. We also would expect KWS not to pursue the more recent patent application since the plants described in both patents were merely discovered and not invented. 

Finally, we urge you to reconsider your patent strategy in regard to randomly mutated plantsplants derived from conventional plant breeding methods. If patents on plants are claimed, they must be strictly limited to methods of genetic engineering. Mutations induced at random are not a technical invention. If patents on randomly mutated plants are granted, conventional plant breeding is no longer enjoying breeders privilege, but largely hindered or even blocked by legal uncertainties, licensing contracts, costs and non-justified dependencies. 

Dear .. please do no hesitate to come back to us for questions, comments or further discussions. 


With kind regards 


