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Still no solution for stopping patents on plants and animals

No Patents on Sseeds! is starting an online petition for a moratorium

PHOTO

14. Deczember 2020 / Today, No Patents on Seeds! starts an international appeal for a moratorium for patent applications on plants and animals to stop the European Patent Office (EPO) from granting further patents on conventional breeding.  

The background: Tomorrow, a meeting of the Administrative Council of the European Patent Office (EPO) will start. One issue, the representatives from the 38 contracting states will discuss about, are patents on seeds. The EPO, after more than ten years of controversial debates, decided to prohibit patents on conventionally bred plants and animals. However, still patents are still granted on breeding based on random mutations. No Patents on Seeds! demands this practisepractice to be stopped. In Europe, several hundred conventionally bred varieties are already concerned by patents.	Comment by Johanna Eckhardt: Following the email of Slovakia not on the agenda.

[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: __DdeLink__12264_3293084283]Discussions about possible solutions are going on since several months, with several experts from the contracting states supporting the position of No Patents on Sseeds!. However, it is unclear if the Administrative Council will already come to a conclusion during thishe meeting already. Therefore, No Patents on Sseeds! is demanding a moratorium for pending decisions for patents on plants and animals, as long as no final solution is found. Similar measures were already taken by the President of the EPO in the past already. 

Quote: “We demand the EPO to take action to protect the common good and the interests of the  broader public and, therefore, to stop seed patent -monopolies on seeds as soon as possible. As long as there is no solution, a moratorium should be put in place for patent applications on plants and animals.”  

According to European laws, patents on “essentially biological processes” for breeding of plants and animals are prohibited. However, no clear legal distinction is made in regard to technical processes of genetic engineering. These gaps in legal clarity can be sorted out by decisions of the Administrative Council of the EPO which represents its 38 contracting states and is responsible for the correct interpretation of European patent law. No Patents on Sseeds! is demanding a  quick decision- making to prevent the big companies from taking over more and more control on the seed markets. 

Further Quotes for national releases: 
“We are in contact with experts / the government in (Portugal / Denmark)  and hope they will help to find a solution to end patents on seeds as soon as possible.“  

Contact

· Christoph Then, Spokesperson No Patents on Seeds!, Tel +49 (0) 151 54638040,
info@no-patents-on-seeds.org 
· Johanna Eckhardt, Project coordination No Patents on Seeds!, Tel + 43 (0) 680 2126 343,
johanna.eckhardt@no-patents-on-seeds.org 
FURTHER CONTACTS

Further information

The call for the petition (PDF)
Support the petition online (LINK)
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