
200.000 signatures to immediately stop patents on seeds 

Meeting of the Administrative Council of European Patent Office 

29 June 2021 / Today and tomorrow, the Administrative Council of the European Patent Office (EPO) will meet which represents the governments of its 38 contracting states. In the forefront, the coalition of No Patents on Seeds! has been collecting around 200.000 signatures. The petition is supporting the political demand to immediately stop patent on plants and animals derived from conventional breeding. 

“The EPO does not seem to be willing or not to be able to make sure the law gets obeyed. The European governments can no longer just observe this development but have get active to prevent sever damage of public interests,” says 

While patents on conventional breeding are prohibited in Europe, these prohibitions are systematically circumvented by the EPO. Just recently, a patent was granted for BASF, claiming bushy growing melon plants that were detected in a home garden. Furthermore, oppositions against a patent of company Carlsberg on conventionally bred barley were rejected. 

At the same time, the case of an organic barley breeder became public who is concerned that patent applications of Carlsberg might block his own breeding, which he has been conducting  over more than twenty years. This case shows that for many breeders, the technical and legal uncertainties which go along with these patent applications are a much to high hurdle which can trigger with extreme costs. 

So far, the EPO did not get active to close existing loopholes despite these were evidenced in detail: For example, in granting of patents, the EPO does not make any distinction between genetic engineering and conventional breeding. Furthermore, a rule adopted in 2017, meant to enhance existing prohibitions, was declared not to be in force, by introducing a new effective date. Now it might take more than years till this rule can get fully applied and even then severe doubts remain upon its legal sufficiency.  

“Doing nothing is not an option. If politicians now wait for another ten years for the loopholes to be closed, hundreds of further patents can be granted which may concern thousands of varieties. This will cause severe damages for breeders, agriculture and consumers”, says 

[bookmark: __DdeLink__7968_3080575188]Before the background, No Patents on Seeds! is welcoming that the German ministry of justice will hold an international conference on 8 of July to discuss these problems. However, in follow up, quick political decision making is demanded by No Patents on Seeds!.





