Dear Mrs / Mr… 
I am writing to you concerning the issue of patents on plants and animals in response to the recent decision (G3/19) of the Enlarged Board of Appeal and the letter from “No Patents on Seeds” to the Administrative Council dated 27 May 2020. As this issue is not on the agenda for the upcoming meeting of the Administrative Council, I wish to take this opportunity to share with you the views of the Austrian government. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Austrian government is strongly opposed to patents on life. It is therefore a high priority for us to ensure that the European Patent Office stops granting patents on plants or animals resulting from conventional breeding activities. It is my understanding that this intention is widely shared among the Contracting States. However, it is clear that we have not yet attained this goal. For example, according to the current practice of the European Patent Office, plants resulting from random mutagenesis may be patented, as may individual plant or animal cells. 
We welcome the decision (G3/19) of the Enlarged Board of Appeal as an important step forward in relation to this issue. However, further work is necessary to achieve an exception to patentability that is effective in practice, and to provide legal certainty to breeders and growers. As the elected representatives responsible for patent law in the Contracting States, it is our responsibility to make sure this work now happens. The Austrian government supports a revision of the European Patent Convention to create legal clarity, if necessary. 
I expect the issue of patents of plants and animals to be put on the agenda for the meeting of the Administrative Council in October, and look forward to a constructive exchange between our representatives on how to achieve a fully effective exemption from patentability for plants and animals resulting from conventional breeding activities at that time. 
I hope that I can count on your support. 
Yours Sincerely 
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