Patent on salmons and trouts revoked

Politics has to correct misguided development in patent law 

16 November  2021 / Today, the European Patent Office (EPO) revoked a patent on fish. Patent (EP1965658) claims salmon and trouts as technical invention. The fish are fed with selected plants to influence the composition of the fatty acids in their muscles. The EPO took the view of the opponents and decided that the patent was not new nor inventive. However, it is not excluded that similar patents will be granted again in future. 

In June 2019, an alliance of more than 30 organisations, supported by around 5.000 individuals, filed opposition against the patent. They now demand major corrections in patent law. 

“Today, our opposition led to an important success. However, the basic problem is not solved: By granting patents on barley and beer, bushy melons, salad, or fish, the EPO is taking position against the interest of the public. The European governments have to get active to put an end to it”, Johanna Eckhardt says for No Patents on Seeds!.” 


The opposition was filed by: AGU - Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Umweltbeauftragten in der EKD, Arbeitsgemeinschaft bäuerliche Landwirtschaft (AbL), Arche Noah - Gesellschaft für die Erhaltung der Kulturpflanzenvielfalt und ihre Entwicklung, Bauernbund, Bundesverband Deutscher Milchviehhalter e.V., biorespect, Brot für die Welt, BUND Naturschutz in Bayern e.V., EDL- Evang. Dienst auf dem Lande, FIAN Deutschland, Gen-ethisches Netzwerk, Genussgemeinschaft Städter und Bauern e.V., Gesellschaft für ökologische Forschung, GLOBAL 2000, IG Nachbau – Gegen Nachbau-Gebühren, Katholische Landvolk Bewegung Freiburg, Kein Patent auf Leben!, Landbauschule Dottenfelderhof e.V. - Forschung & Züchtung, Menschen für Tierrechte -Bundesverband der Tierversuchsgegner e.V., Oxfam, Plataforma Transgénicos Fora, Public Eye, ProRegenwald, ProSpecieRara, Sambucus, Sativa, Save Our Seeds, Slow Food Deutschland, SWISSAID, Umweltinstitut München, Verband Katholisches Landvolk, WeMove Europe, Zivilcourage Bad Tölz-Wolfratshausen und Miesbach und die Zukunftsstiftung Landwirtschaft.  


Contacts: 


Further information:

