Opposition against patent on slamon and trout rejected 

Patent on fish and fish fillets uphold

16 November 2021 / Today, the European Patent Office (EPO) rejected an opposition against a patent on fish. Patent (EP1965658) claims salmon and trouts as technical invention. The fish are fed with selected plants to influence the composition of the fatty acids in their muscles. The EPO is considering this kind of feeding to be inventive. In consequence, further patents on  animals, meat, milk and eggs also can be granted in future. 

In June 2019, an alliance of more than 30 organisations, supported by around 5.000 individuals, filed opposition against the patent. The opponents now plan to file an appeal against the decision and demand politics to enact basic corrections in patent law. 

“By granting patents on barley and beer, bushy melons, salad or fish, the EPO is taking position against the interest of the public. The EPO seems not to be able to correct these misguided developments. Therefore, the governments of the 38 contracting states of the EPO have to put an end to it”, Christoph Then says for No Patents on Seeds!.
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